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Hunter Valley, New South Wales, Australia 


Winery Background

Lake’s Folly was the first boutique winery established in the Hunter Valley. In 1963 Max Lake – a distinguished surgeon based in Sydney - purchased a small property of 12 hectares in the Hunter Valley, and established the vineyard. His son Stephen became winemaker. Today it is still recognized as an icon in the region. Peter Fogarty acquired the property in 2000, and wooed Rodney Kempe to take over as winemaker. Only two wines are made: a 100% Chardonnay; and a Cabernet blend.

All fruit is estate grown, vintaged and bottled on premises. The terroir, which is a rare combination of volcanic hill, alluvial creek flat, and south-easterly aspect, is ideal for the production of fine wines. The 40 yr old vines are pruned heavily for low production high quality fruit, and trellised with vertical shoot positioning, which gives more reliable flavor even in difficult years. The advantage of being small enables Lake’s Folly to select each block of grapes at their peak, picked cool by hand early in the day. 
Appellation
The Hunter Valley is located in the state of New South Wales, about 100 miles northwest of Sydney. It's also one of the oldest, with its first vineyards planted in the early 1800s. Although the outside world knows only of Hunter Valley, winemakers in the area distinguish between the Upper Hunter Valley and the Lower Hunter Valley, which are separated by the Hunter River. The Lower Hunter Valley is the older of the two regions and the one most associated with the name. The Upper Hunter Valley was firmly established in the 1960s when Penfolds invested in this area. The most widely planted white variety in Hunter Valley is SÉMILLON followed by CHARDONNAY, GEWÜRZTRAMINER, RIESLING, and SAUVIGNON BLANC. The most widely planted red varieties are SHIRAZ and CABERNET SAUVIGNON. 
There are more than 80 wineries in the region. Most of the vineyards are situated on the red clay soils on the foothills of the Brokenback Range or on the creek flats below them, which have sandy soils greatly suited to whites. 
The majority of rainfall occurs between January and April, blanketing the harvest.  However, the rain, the humidity, the afternoon cloud cover and weak sea breezes all act to ameliorate the impact of the heat, which would otherwise make the production of quality table wine very difficult, if not impossible, in the region.
Wine Range

Cabernets – blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Petite Verdot, Merlot and Shiraz
· Deep red in color with a purple hue, the nose displays aromas of black cherry, mulberry and chocolate. The palate is soft and rich and medium bodied in weight, and while the tannins are typically soft, it has great length of flavor. A stylish complete wine that will age in the usual fashion. Winemakers rating 93/100
·  “This is one of Australia's most highly regarded reds.”  Michael Franz, Wine Review Online
· Best Australian Red vote for 1998 vintage Jancis Robinson, London Langton’s blind tasting of 200 Australian wines in May 2004.
· Gold 95/100 Best Australian Cabernet or Cabernet blend rating for 2002 vintage, Jeremy Oliver, 2005 Wine Annual.
· 94/100 rating for 2006 vintage by James Halliday,  Australian Wine Companion 2008
· Only non-French wine served at the famous Triogros Restaurant in Paris

Chardonnay
· Always rates in Australia’s top 5 Chardonnays
· 94/100 rating for 2006 vintage by James Halliday. “Very stylish; controlled complexity, beautifully balanced and structured melon, stone fruit and cashew; elegant finish.” Australian Wine Companion 2008.
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