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Winery Background

A boutique producer that is the majority owner of The Vintage Wineworx - a winery in the Porongurup Ranges, Mt Barker, Western Australia - makes this wine under contract for Mermaid Ridge. The brand has been developed solely for the US market, featuring grapes that are supplied from the wineries’ single vineyards located between Mt Barker (overlooking Stirling Ridge) and Albany (overlooking Mermaid Point) in the Great Southern region. There is a total of 296 acres of vineyards. Dr Diane Miller is senior winemaker and winery manager of The Vintage Wineworx. She does all the winemaking for Mermaid Ridge and is currently completing her MW.

Appellation
Great Southern is the region at the bottom of Western Australia, overlooking the Southern Ocean. Skirting the south-west Australian coast for over 125 miles and pushing northwards back into the hinterland almost 60 miles, this is a very large region even by Australian standards. It ranges from the coastal, maritime subregions of Albany and Denmark to the unequivocally inland and continental subregions of Mount Barker, Porongurup and Frankland River. These are the five subregions in total.
The predominant soils are similar to those of the Margaret River region; either lateritic gravelly sandy loams (marri country) or sandy loams deriving directly from granite and gneissic bedrocks. They are typically brown to grey brown in colour, with the percentage of clay varying from one location to another. 

Wine Range
Sauvignon Blanc:


· Passionfruit and gooseberry on the nose and palate. Elegant tapered finish. 2 weeks stainless steel – no oak.

· Silver Medal rating awarded in 2006 Royal Perth Wine Show
Chardonnay:


· Attractive palate of apricots and peaches. 6 months in new French oak. Nice balance with fruit.

· A straightforward hitter. What is here is enjoyable. Pink grapefruit and peach flavors persist through the finish, where there are some nut and mineral accents.”  Wine Enthusiast, June 2007
· 92/100 rating awarded by James Halliday, 2007 Australian Wine Companion

Cabernet Merlot: 

· Vanillin oak on the palate is well integrated with rich, ripe berry fruits and silky fine-grain tannins. Matured in French, American and Hungarian oak barriques for 18 months.
· Gold Medal Best in Class, London International Wine & Spirits Show 2007
Shiraz:

· The palate is smooth and velvety. There are dark cherries and blackberry fruits, plums and some varietal peppery spicy characters balanced with fine French and American oak derived tannins. 18 months in oak.
· 92/100 rating awarded by James Halliday, 2007 Australian Wine Companion.
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