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Winery Background

Zema Estate is a family owned boutique winery in Coonawarra, South Australia (terra rossa soil). Viticulturalist is Nick Zema, export manager is Matt Zema (the two sons). Winemaker is award winning Greg Clayfield – former International Winemaker of the Year and 29 year veteran. Established in 1982 by the parents, Dimitri and Francesco, who migrated from Italy. The vines are between 25 to 43 yrs old, with 162 acres under vine. Zema Estate only produces red wines. The vineyards are non-irrigated, the vines are hand-pruned and the grapes are harvested at optimum ripeness in March/April. Great care is taken to preserve the grapes’ intensity of flavor and structure created by the combination of Coonawarra’s terra rossa soil, climate and the family’s traditional vineyard practices. Operations are estate based from grape to bottle. 

Appellation
Coonawarra is one of Australia’s premium wine producing regions and takes its name from the Aboriginal word ‘honeysuckle’. It is located on the south-east coast of South Australia and boasts 17 working wineries. Wine grapes were first planted in Coonawarra in 1891 with the first vintage being 1895. John Riddoch was the founder of the ‘Penola Fruit Colony’, later becoming known as the Coonawarra wine region. Wynns Coonawarra Estate was the first winery, constructed in 1896.
Coonawarra is a 'cool climate' wine region. The average rainfall is 640mm. Average daily winter temperature is 50F and average summer temperature is 66F. Average elevation is 55m above sea level. Coonawarra’s is renowned for it’s terra rossa soil. It is derived from fresh water, lacostrine limestone. It contains a high, aeolian clay and nutrient content and locals claim it provides the best terroir for Cabernet Sauvignon in the world!

Coonawarra now has about 7% of the South Australian wine industry vineyards. Cabernet Sauvignon makes up 58% of the total area under vine. Shiraz 20%; Merlot 8%; Chardonnay 7%; Riesling 4%; Sauvignon Blanc 1%. The key to the excellence of Coonawarra wines is their intense fruit character and great balance. This combination produces seductive and enjoyable young wines, which develop over time into wines of amazing complexity.
Wine Range 
2004 Cabernet Sauvignon – 18 months French (70%) and American (30%) oak.
· “Coonawarra is Australia’s top region for Cabernet. This bottling is crafted from perfectly ripened fruit that features deep, rich, intense flavors of blackberries, along with scents of spices and wood smoke.”  Michael Franz, Washington Post  April 6th, 2006
· 92 rating by James Halliday, Australian Wine Companion 2007
2004 Cluny – Bordeaux blend – 12 months American oak (50%) French oak (50%) barriques.
· Cabernet Sauvignon 59%, Merlot 19%, Cabernet Franc 15%, Malbec 7%. “Dense and grippy with a herbal savory edge to the raspberry and blackberry fruit.” Jeni Port, The Age, November 28th 2006 
· 92 rating by James Halliday, Australian Wine Companion 2007
�








	[image: image1.jpg]
Website: www.boutique-international.net  

Email: info@boutique-international.net 

Ph: 703-481-3575  Fax: 703-481-3574
	**Distributor Contact Details**





[image: image2.jpg]


